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Susquenita Parents/Guardians, 
 
 
Greetings!  I want to begin by sharing that you are all in my thoughts and prayers during these 
challenging times.  I recognize that each and every family is unique in how the coronavirus has 
impacted their lives. To say that these are troubling or challenging times would be an 
understatement. I think we can all agree however, that we are in unchartered territory which in 
and of itself can foster a variety of emotions and challenges. This is understandable given the 
uncertainty and physical isolation that has resulted in recent days. During uncertain times,  it is 
essential that we find ways to connect with others and share our collective knowledge of 
solutions. We must remind ourselves that we’re part of a greater community, and that our greater 
purpose is to emerge from this crisis with the tools to build a better world.  
 
As the Superintendent of Schools I want to assure you that the Susquenita staff is focused on the 
goal of doing what we can, for as many as we can, for as long as we can.  To that end, I’ll start with 
an update on our facilities. This is obviously important in the event that we are given the green 
light to return to our buildings which I’ve currently placed on lockdown following an extensive 
cleaning and disinfecting.   
 

Classrooms: All desk surfaces were cleaned and disinfected; all sinks, drinking outlets, and 
counters were cleaned and disinfected; door handles and light switches were cleaned and 
disinfected; trashcans were emptied and sprayed with disinfectant and all rooms were 
lightly sprayed with a mist of disinfectant as a final step prior to leaving each room 

Bathrooms/Locker Rooms: Cleaned toilets and urinals with disinfectant; cleaned and 
disinfected bathroom floors; sprayed toilets and sinks with disinfecting mist, cleaned and 
disinfected bathroom door handles 

Hallways and Stairwells:  Cleaned and disinfected handrails; cleaned and disinfected door 
handles; and cleaned and disinfected water fountains 

Cafeteria: Cleaned all floors with disinfectant floor cleaner; cleaned and disinfected water 
fountains; cleaned and disinfected door handles 

 
Meal Distribution to our Students: 
 

The District has applied but was denied a waiver from PDE to provide meals to all students 
while schools are closed.  This application was to provide for all students regardless of 



economic status.  Accordingly, we are still working to find a way to circumvent Federal 
Guidelines and release funds that would allow our food service provider, Nutrition Inc., the 
ability to make and distribute breakfasts and lunches to all students in need.  
In the meantime, volunteers from both the Duncannon and Marysville areas have been 
coordinating efforts to distribute meal packages to those in need.  I can’t adequately 
express the gratitude I feel for the volunteers who have coordinated these efforts as well 
as all who have donated to this cause.  The following has been communicated over the 
past week through various venues but I include it again in case anyone had missed it. 

 
   Duncannon Fire Company Martin Building - 101 Cumberland Street,  Duncannon PA 
  from 11-12:30pm. and 7:00-9:00pm 
  Delivery will also be available upon request 
     Contact person - Heidi Sands 717-903-1463 
             
                           Marysville Lions Club – 102 Park Drive, Marysville PA 
      from 11-12:30pm. and 7:00-9:00pm 
  Delivery will also be available upon request 
      Contact Persons: Maryellen Brown 717-514-0756 & Jon Erdosy 814-933-7145 
 

In addition to daily meals, we have made arrangements to deliver food boxes to the 
Duncannon site on Fridays for those families who are involved in the backpack program.   
 
Lastly, we are working with the County Food Bank to help provide non-perishable items for 
distribution to those in need. We’ve currently sent all items we had stored in our middle 
and high schools to the distribution sites in Marysville and Duncannon.   

 
 
Academics:  
 

During the time of this initial closure period (March 16 – March 29) PDE has directed 
districts to plan for future delivery of instruction should alternative means of instruction 
become necessary.  With that in mind, Susquenita staff has been busy reviewing options 
and rethinking the what and how associated with this tremendous challenge.  Throughout 
this process districts need to be mindful of the challenges associated with legal 
requirements of providing Free and Appropriate Education (FAPE) and meeting the needs 
of all students once we say we are going to continue offering Continuity of Education 
inclusive and FAPE.  Sorry about the education jargon. 

 
Bottom line: Regardless of the direction we are given by the Governor’s office and the   
Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) in the coming days, our staff will be ready to 
push out educational activities that can, at minimum, assist with skill remediation, 
retention, or enrichment without any obligation or expectation of completion or grading. 
We are still planning for what a more robust FAPE associated delivery would look like.  
Please know that our teachers truly want to do all they can, for as many as they can, for as 



long as they can. Please know that they care deeply about their students and have a 
heightened sense of responsibility and angst given the current circumstances.  I also want 
you to know that we are all mindful of the reality of what you are dealing with in your 
individual households and the limitations we will realistically face if having to ask for 
educational support from parents on top of everything else.   

 
 
In Conclusion: 
 
  I want you to know that two of my most important goals at this time are tied to student 

safety and keeping the lines of communication open. With this in mind, I anticipate that I’ll 
be hearing more from the Governor’s office and PDE this coming Tuesday,  March 24, 
2020.  I will send additional information when it becomes available.  I ask your 
understanding with the fact that in many cases, decisions require significant consultation 
and coordination efforts before I feel comfortable communicating direct to our families.  I 
will continue to do my best knowing that you are looking for direction and answers to your 
concerns. Again, I believe that during uncertain times,  it is essential that we find ways to 
connect with others and share our collective knowledge of solutions. We must remind 
ourselves that we’re part of a greater community, and that our greater purpose is to 
emerge from this crisis with the tools to build a better world.  

 
 
 

 Sincerely, 

 
 

Kent R. Smith 
Superintendent of Schools 
 


